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Mar Philixinos Metropolitan of Tholyur Edavagay Writeth -*
(SEAL)

To the Vicar, local priests, rustees of the church and other people of the
Chengannur in the Malankarai Edavagay.

The honourable Col. Munro Sahib Avergal has been recommending to
Us that Ausep [Joseph] Remban who was ordained as Remban by the
Pakalomattom family should be consecrated by Us as Metropolitan: The
holy Apostle Mar Thomas, the founder of the Edavagay in Malankarai
conferred the prelatial office for the Edavagay, on the Pakalomattom family;
and the successive Mar Thoma Metrans of that family have been tending
and governing the Edavagay. We learn that the Mar Thoma Metran who
now holds the office is not one born in that family and thereby entitled to
the office, but one who was a Roman Catholic Kathanar and a member of
a Roman Catholic distant branch of the late Mar Thoma Metropolitan’s
family and got down by him and consecrated, and that some of the Pallikkar
dislike this Metropolitan’s rule as he is not a fit and competent person for
the office. We think and fear whether the transfer of the Metropolitanship
from this family in which Holy Mar Thoma conferred the prelatial office
which has remained, therein for years past, from the beginning, and the
consecration of Yousep [Joseph] Remban who is no way related to the said
family would be just. And whether it might not lead to more serious ruptures.
Therefore, We think it proper to do it after ascertaining the view of the
entire Edavagay in Malankarai. The Sahib Avergal [Resident] insists that
Avusep [Joseph] Remban should be appointed...As it is found necessary
to know your views and desire as to abolishing the prelatial office of the
Pakalomattom family. As the family has become extinct, and to choosing
one from another family and consecrating him to tend and govern the
Edavagay, you should hold a Synod, consider this matter, come to a
conclusion and forthwith send to Us from that parish not less than two
Kathanars. And the required member of laymen to give Deshakuri [Local
consent] to the person that may be chosen as Metran and bear testimony
before Us that the person chosen is a good and trustworthy person. As it is
not contrary to our canon another fit person to tend and govern the
Edavagay since Pakalomattom family has become extinct, We think that it
is our duty and responsibility to consecrate one according to the Sahib
Avargal s [Resident’s] recommendation and your request.

To this effect - 28th Dhanuvam 1816 - 991 M. E.
(Signature)
* Seminary Case Book, Vol. Il Op. Cit., Pp 271 -2
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Feast of St. Gregorios of Parumala at Hannover St. Thomas In-
dian Orthodox Church Germany. Metropolitan Abraham Mar
Stephanos was the Chief-Celebrant. Fr. Varghese T. Mathew, Dioc-

esan Secretary was also present.
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An architect who rebuilt churches without
losing their heritage structures

Rubber tappers in Pampady also owe a deep debt to Prof Oommen

KOCHI: Prof T Oommen, who passed on Monday in
Thiruvananthapuram, was one of the foremost architects that Kerala has
produced, renovating centuries-old churches retaining its heritage structure,
and a soft-spoken professor loved by a multitude of his students.

He is also credited with introducing Vastu Shastra, the classical Indian
system of architecture, in the syllabus when he became the first full-time
head of the Department of Architecture at the College of Engineering
Trivandrum (CET) from 1979 to 1991. Prof Oommen (81), whose funeral
will be held on Wednesday, was an outstanding student and he graduated
with first rank and first class from the first batch of architecture (1963-69)
from CET, under the University of Kerala; and a Masters in Architecture
(first class with honors, second rank) from the University of Roorkee in
1974.

Later, Prof Ommen went on to become the special officer and the first
principal of Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Technology (RIT).

Dr M Kurian Thomas, a leading Church historian, said Prof Oommen's
architectural excellence came to the fore during the renovation of the St.
Mary's Jacobite Syrian Cathedral, Manarcad, in early 2000s. "The 'karotte
palli' (St George Church), which is an integral part of the Cathedral, could
not be demolished as its two sides were cemeteries, and one side there's a
road. Without demolishing the church, he expanded the church area by double.
What he did was he joined the verandah by removing the wall in between.
This was hitherto untried," Dr Thomas explained.

Prof Oommen belonged to the Orthodox, and he created his 'magic' in a
Jacobite church, he said. "Only after he used the technique did the halls of
VIT Hall and the CMS College were expanded in a similar fashion," said
Dr Thomas.

Perhaps his biggest contribution came during the establishment of the
Rajiv Gandhi Institute of Technology at Pampady, Kottayam. RIT acquired
150 acres of rubber plantation for the institute, and the fear was that the

a g | / e SR
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trees would be cut, resulting
in job losses for the tappers.

It was Prof Oommen who
convinced the then Chief
Minister Oommen Chandy
that only 35-acres required
cutting of trees, and the rub-
ber plantation in the rest of
the area can be retained. An
agreement between the Rub-
ber Board and the Director-
ate of Technical Education
followed. "Rubber Board be-
came the manager of the rub-
ber estate, entrusted with the
jobs from rubber tapping, giv-
ing wages to the tappers,
fertilising the plantation and
replanting," said Dr Thomas.

After the Rubber Board took control, the tappers did not lose their jobs.
Further, as part of the Rubber Board's experiments, the tappers are re-
quired to provide various data to the board such as the tapping measure-
ment, the quantity of the latex milk from each tree. This resulted in higher
wagers to the tappers.

By Express News Service

IIlI‘rT i

Prof. Oommen Thomas. Lakshmibhai National College of Physi-
cal Education, Karyavattom Thiruvananthapuram, India. 1996.
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INTRODUCTION

The Church celebrates Annunciation to Mary twice in a liturgical year.
The first occasion is on the Fourth Sunday after Koothos Eetho and the
second occasion being March 25" The importance of this day can be
gauged from the fact that Holy Qurbana should be celebrated on that day,
even if March 25" is Good Friday. March 25" would always be during The
Great Lent, still Holy Qurbana is supposed to be celebrated as per the
teachings of church fathers. Exactly after nine months of March 25, we
celebrate Christmas.

The Annnciation marks the willingness of Virgin Mary to be a part of
the salvific plan of God to save humankind from the cluthes of the evil one.
Mary is called the Second Eve who made herself available for Gods work.
When God Almighty created the world he made use of “LET THERE
BE...” This showed consent and willingness of God to fill the earth with
His creative ability. When the New Testamant starts we see Mother Mary
saying to the Angel “LET IT BE ACCORDING TO YOUR WILL"”.

EVANGELION SUMMARY

The Angel Gabriel is sent to Virgin Mary, who is engaged to Joseph, and
annouces to her that she would be the mother to a Savior as God is pleased
with her and she finds favour to be filled with grace. Mary is perplexed as
to how this would be possible as she is a virgin. She is told that the Holy
Spirit would come down upon her and the power of the Most High will
overshadow her. Finally, Mary submits herself by calling herself the ‘Servant
of the Lord’.

I. ANNUNCIATION PUTS HUMANS
COMMUNICATION WITH GOD

IN DIRECT

During the inter-testamental period, there was duration of 400 years
wherein no divine revelations were received. No prophets were sent by
God to ensure the spiritual well being of the people. God always wants a
coordial relation with humans. Thus the Lord used to speak to Moses face
to face, as one speaks to a friend (Exo 33:11, NRSV). Genesis 03:08 says
that God walked in the Garden of Eden during the evening time so that He
could be with Adam and Eve. God even discusses his plan to destroy Sodom
and Gomorrah to His faithful servant Abraham.

But this lean patch of silence is wiped out when God appears to the
High Preist Zechariah, Mary and Joseph. But when there is any human
hindrance to Gods plan of Annunciation, punishment is surely to follow. So
here in this Evangelion portion the angel announces the birth of Emmanuel,
which means ‘God is with us’.

II. MARY BREAKS THE CHAIN OF DISOBEDIENCE

‘Break the chain’was the norm till the time Covid 19 pandemic was
causing havoc amongst us. In the Biblical context, Eve, the first mother
disobeyed God’s command because of which she and Adam were thrown
out of the Garden of Eden. But by her obedience, the Theotokos or The
Mother of God ensured that human race would no longer be under the
chains of servitude. She could have easily denied from becoming the mother
of the Savior, but she instead, chose to be the humble and submissive servant
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of her Lord who would be liberating humankind }
from the shadow of sin.

Often we blame others for our downfall. Adam
blamed Eve, who in turn blamed the serpent. But Mother Mary shoulders
all blame to suffer all pain so as to be able to make her womb ready for the
Messiah. Mary is the epitome of resilence and fortitude wherein she stays
strong like a tower even when it was prophesised that a ‘sword would
pierce her heart.’

III. GODS GRACE EQUIPS MARY TO LEAD A LIFE OF
PAIN

When Angel Gabriel calls out to Mary, he doesn’t call her by name. His
first words of address to Mary are: ‘Greetings, favored one’. From her
birth itself, Mary led a life worthy of earning God’s grace. Her life is full of
problems that make her strong to be the reciever of Gods grace. She was
born to aged parents who led a life of limitations. She was brought to the
Temple at the age when her friends would enjoy their childhood. At an
early age she is orphaned because of which she is separated from her
parents. With the passage of years, after her marriage, her problems grow
manifold as she becomes a mother sans any physical contact with Joseph
who was much advanced in years than her. As a mother she fails to find a
safe place to deliver her baby. These are but the tip of the iceberg of the
problems Mary faced.

Through all her traversites, God strenghtens her by blessing her with
grace. It is interesting to note that God, adorns grace to those who are
snubbed by the society. They are those individuals who could not ever have
achieved it through their merit or skill. Moses belonged to the oppressed
sections of the society. David had no military training unlike his brothers.
The disciples were poor villagers who were made rich by the abundant
grace of God. The best gift we can give to anybody is to implore God to fill
his/her life with grace.

IV. SUPERIORITY OF GOD OVER CREATION

In the play “Dr. Faustus”, written by Christopher Marlowe, delineates
human quest to be superior to every power on earth. To achieve his dreams
Faustus trades his life with Satan so that he can enjoy all knowledge and be
the most sought after man on earth. But little did he realise that his superority
would be shortlived and bring him to eternal damnation. Human superiority
is in stark contrast to Gods superioty that is all pervasive and also eternal.
We are indeed aware of Gods superior power in our life, but like High
Priest Zechariah, when we put our trouble in perspective, we doubt Gods
power and influence in our life. But when we realise that God’s powers are
contra — naturam i.e. against the rules of nature, we are able to believe
and trust in Him. Only this concept can explain a virgin giving birth to a
baby. Something that has never again happened in the past or the present.

When we realise that our Creator is second to none it fills our heart with
a confidence that a new born baby feels in his or her mother’s arms. It is
this feeling of security that Mary had in Her God. Zechariah knew that God
had immense power, but when he thought about his problem, he saw God
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as ineffective to help his cause. So his age
' seemed a herculean task because of which
he doubts the capabilities of God. On the
. »» other hand, Mary was able to realise the
‘power of God and hence she submits
" herself as a servant to His feet. When we
| submit ourselves to the superior power of
God, we see our problems melting away.

¥ V. MAKE YOUR FREE WILL
_CONDUCIVE TO THE WILL OF
' GOD

God Almighty never forces Mary to be
the Theotokos. It was Mary’s free will that
decided to submit to the plan of God. Mary
{ could have easily said a no. She need not
2 suffer more, just to become the mother of
> the Reedemer. So here she is teaching us
“a cardinal lesson. We need to make
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Fr. Dr. Johns Abraham Vakkacherril
who has been selected as CMAI
(Christian Medical Association Of
India) Chaplain Wing Executive
Body Member at Jabalpur CMAI
Biennial Conference
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ourselves available for our Lord to work through us. When we pray ‘Your
will be done on earth, as it is in heaven’ we are making our free will available
for the work of God.

But are we worried how to go about it? Mary shows us in simple terms
how we can make ourselves available for Gods work. She was peparing
herself for it from her childhood itself. In staying in the temple she submits
her will to God. By immersing herself in the divine scriptures, she is able to
know the will of God. Surely, when the angel approaches her, she is aware
that a Messiah is to be born and so she leads a life worthy of being the
Mother of God.

CONCLUSION

The Hodegetria, or Virgin Hodegetria is an icon that dileanates Mother
Mary holding child Jesus while her right hand points to Him, as the redeemer
of the human race (icon inserted on the right). Her head inclines towards
the Infant, who blesses her with His hands. This icon summarises the role
played by the Theotokos, who though was in the forefront to give Jesus to
the human race, but immediately retreats back so that all limelight would be
on Him and she would be in the shadows.
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